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WALKERTON – It was 20 years 
ago this month that the Walkerton 
Inquiry summed up its investiga-
tion and made recommendations 
that had an impact on drinking 
water in communities across 
Ontario, Canada and around the 
world. On Aug. 24, the mem-
bers of the commission reunited 
in Walkerton to reminisce and 
engage the current staff at the 
Walkerton Clean Water Centre in 
a discussion about the legacy of 
inquiry. 
“These people changed the face 
of drinking water, not just in 
the province of Ontario … but 
for Canada and for many, many 
places around the world, who 
all started to fall in line when 
they saw what had happened in 
Ontario – the seven people who 
died here, thousands that were ill, 
many of them with long term ill-
nesses,” said Carl Kuhnke, CEO 
of the Walkerton Clean Water 
Centre.
Dennis O’Connor, who served 
as Chief Commissioner of In-
quiry opened up the discussion 
by reminding everyone that the 
key players pulled up stakes and 
relocated to Walkerton for the du-
ration of the inquiry.
“It turned out to be for all of us 
one of the smartest things that 
we could have done and looking 
back for all of us, one of the most 
memorable things in our lives re-
ally to have participated in that,” 
he said. “When we worked on 
the inquiry we did it here but it 
was very much an ad-hoc group. 
There was no infrastructure, so 
to speak. We started with a blank 
piece of paper … We worked to-
gether and did whatever had to 
be done and we had a spectacular 
amount of help from experts who 
had been thinking about these … 
drinking water issues for years.”
O’Connor said that although he 
was a judge and investigation 
was one function of that work, 
they were fortunate that they 
were able to draw upon that ex-
pertise
“We’re used to investigating 
… and listening to the facts,” 
he said. “The more challenging 
and I’d say the more important 
part of the mandate was to make 
recommendations for the safety 
of drinking water in Ontario… 
That went beyond problems in 
Walkerton and so we were able 
to, because of the tragedy and 
the unfortunate issues, attract all 
sorts of expertise from engineers, 
health professionals, drinking 
water specialists and … it assist-
ed us in conducting our hearing 
and putting together recommen-
dations.”
According to O’Connor, it was 
a life-changing event and it was 
vitally important. 
“I mean we knew early on that 
the tragedy was terrible,” he said. 
“We didn’t know early on that 
the other potential consequences 
in Walkerton were by no means 
an isolated incident. We learned 
the gravity of the situation as we 
went and that there were other 
Walkertons out there about to 
happen.”
He called the inquiry “a rather 
scary responsibility of actually 
trying to put this together in this 
sort of a coherent set of recom-
mendations that could be imple-
mented.” The fact that the recom-
mendations were implemented 
was very satisfying for the com-
mission.
O’Connor has returned to Walk-
erton several times in the years 
since the inquiry concluded its 
investigation, including attend-
ing the opening of the Walkerton 
Clean Water Centre, but for other 
members of the commission, it 
was their first time there.
“I can tell by the reactions – it 
is inspiring to us to see this cen-
tre, obviously of excellence, so 
well run and so committed to safe 
drinking water,” he said. “It’s 
hard not to become a bit emo-
tional about it … To see all of 
you people who work here who 
are dedicated to that goal in car-
rying out all of that responsibility 
– what wonderful work.”
O’Connor took the opportunity
to introduce the other members
of the commission who were able
to attend. Paul Cavalluzzo, one of
the Commission Counsel was un-
able to attend for health reasons.
Since the  Walkerton Inquiry, he
has been appointed to the Order
of Canada and the Order of On-
tario.
Madame Justice Freya Kristjan-
son was also one of the commis-
sion council. She was a lawyer at
the time and she moved to Walk-
erton.
“Freya was appointed to the su-
perior court of justice so she’s
Madame Justice Freya … about
five years ago so she’s a judge,”
said O’Connor.
Brian Gover was one of the com-
mission council as well, has gone
on to be a highly regarded lawyer
across Ontario and Canada and
he served as president of the ad-
vocate society.
“He’s involved in all sorts of
public enquiries and he just
had a wonderful career,” said
O’Connor.
See IMPACT on page 2 
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TweNTY YeArS LATer – The legacy of the recommendations that came out of the Walkerton Inquiry 20 years ago 
was the topic of discussion at the Walkerton Clean Water Centre on Aug. 24 when commission members visited the 
facility. Pictured from left: Dr. Souleymane Ndiongue, Manager of Research and Technology, Gus Van Harten, Inquiry 
Law Clerk, Dennis O’Connor, Inquiry Chief Commissioner, Madame Justice Freya Kristjanson, Inquiry Commissioner, 
Paul Rehak, Inquiry Media Head, Brian Gover, Inquiry Commissioner, Mike Smith, Chair of the Walkerton Clean Water 
Centre, Chris Peabody, Mayor of Brockton, and Delbert “Deb” Shewfelt, Board Member at the  Walkerton Clean Water 
Centre.
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GREY-BRUCE – The main 
points of discussion during 
the Aug. 27 meeting of the 
Grey Bruce Board of Health 
involved the continuing pan-
demic.
Dr. Rim Zayed presented to 
the board a detailed report on 
how epidemiology has assist-
ed, and continues to assist the 
health unit in decision mak-
ing, focusing on COVID-19.
Zayed joined the Grey Bruce 
Health Unit in February 2021, 
bringing extensive experi-
ence in public health prac-
tice, leadership, and academic 
teaching. She was the medical 
officer of health for Northern 
Saskatchewan and assistant 
professor of epidemiology 
and community medicine at 
Saskatchewan University 
where she led the COVID -19 
response team for Northern 
Saskatchewan and the provin-
cial TB prevention program. 
(Additional information 
about Zayed is available on 
the health unit’s website)
As she went through the data 
from various sources that 
come in daily and weekly, she 
showed how its analysis is 
used to support contact man-
agement, vaccination uptake 
and surveillance.
The data will certainly play 
a role during the recovery 
phase, during which the health 
unit will continue keeping an 
eye on the response.
The data isn’t the only source 
of epidemiological informa-
tion to which the health unit 
has access. There is a partner-
ship with Waterloo-Dufferin-
Guelph Public Health, and 
several members of the local 
health unit team have mas-
ter’s level qualifications in 
epidemiology.
Board chair Sue Paterson 
commented, “That was amaz-
ing,” noting the “tons and 
tons of data behind the daily 
situation report.”
Board member Helen-Claire 
Tingling had said earlier in 
the meeting, in response to a 
noted misconception the pub-
lic may have about the lack 
of an epidemiologist on the 
Grey Bruce Health Unit staff, 
“We actually have an extraor-
dinary team” regarding epide-
miology.
It’s something that’s rein-
forced daily with the situation 
reports on the health unit’s 
website, said Drew Ferguson, 
communications.     
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BROCKTON – Coming up at 
Bruce County council Thurs-
day is a report on long-term 
care, including some statistics 
on local vaccination rates that 
have Mayor Chris Peabody 
concerned.
At Brucelea Haven, 99 per 
cent of residents have received 
their two doses of vaccine. 
Among staff, it’s only 69 per 
cent, with four per cent having 
received one dose.
At Gateway Haven, 95 per 
cent of residents are double-
vaccinated, along with 85 per 
cent of staff.
The report indicated both 
homes have implemented the 
ministry directive requiring all 
staff, students and volunteers 
to provide proof of vaccina-
tion, a medical reason for not 
being vaccinated, or comple-
tion of a COVID-19 vaccina-
tion education program.
Peabody said that the concept 
of showing vaccine-hesitant 
staff a video hasn’t been effec-
tive. “The carrot isn’t working. 
We have to get those rates up.”
Peabody noted the residents at 
Brucelea Haven are the most 
vulnerable in the county, and 
the county must show leader-
ship to ensure they’re protect-
ed. “They’re our priority,” he 
said.
The mayor said he wonders if 
the vaccine passport will make 
a difference in the vaccination 
rate among the wider popula-
tion.
Brockton 
mayor 
concerned 
about low 
vaccination 
rate among 
Brucelea 
Haven staff
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The splash pad in Centennial Park offered the perfect place for this group of children to enjoy last week’s hot, humid 
weather. 
Continued from front
When O’Connor was appointed 
to head the commission,  Gus 
Van Harten was his law clerk.
Van Harten came into the office 
one day and O’Connor asked if 
he knew how to drive. When Van 
Harten confirmed that he did he 
was asked to be O’Connor’s ex-
ecutive assistant on the Walker-
ton Inquiry.
“He came and moved with us 
and he was wonderful,” said 
O’Connor. “He’s gone on to be-
come an academic. He teaches at 
Osgoode Hall Law School. He’s 
written four books. More than I 
could ever dream of and he just 
finished a term as the associate 
dean at the law school.” 
The final Inquiry commission 
member to be introduced was 
Paul Rehak, communications 
consultant and Inquiry media 
head. He is a journalist who used 
to be a producer with W5 on 
CTV. 
“We asked him to do this and 
he was terrific,” said O’Connor. 
“Since then he has been the me-
dia relations guy for virtually ev-
ery public inquiry in Ontario… 
He just finished doing one on 
COVID long-term care… Peter 
would say he was thinking of 
hanging up his hat but I think we 
convinced him he’s still a very 
young man and there are more 
public inquiries on the horizon.”
Although people tend to identify 
him with the Walkerton Inquiry, 
O’Connor said the entire com-
mission put in a lot of hard work 
and sacrifice spending nights and 
weekends away from home and 
family. 
“We said we were going to do 
the best we can and we were 
going to do it quickly – we are 
going to get this done before 
people forget about the tragedy 
in Walkerton,” he said. “It was 
people burning the midnight oil 
and working on weekends… I 
am eternally grateful to them al-
though as I say the extent people 
pass credit around tends to fall 
unfairly more on me.”
Gover spoke of what it was like 
to move to Walkerton for the In-
quiry 21 years ago. 
“The boil water advisory was 
on and there were warnings not 
to touch the taps – to wash your 
hands in a restaurant you went to 
a drum that had a tap on it and 
there was water that was heavily 
bleached, there was chlorine in 
it,” he said. “If you got any on 
your sleeve it would bleach out 
your clothing. This was quite an 
event that I will never forget.”
The commission set out to get 
answers to the questions the pub-
lic were asking as quickly as they 
could. 
“My role was to lead the evi-
dence of two of the main charac-
ters, the water operators – Stan-
ley Koebel and his brother Frank 
Koebel,” said Gover. “One of 
the… answers that Stan Koebel 
gave has always stayed with me. 
He was asked – what happened? 
It didn’t have to do with falsi-
fying lab tests necessarily, al-
though it did, or under-chlorinat-
ing the water, although it did – he 
said ‘complacency.’ Overall that 
was the problem. Complacency 
among the legislators, the regu-
lators and the operators.”
Gover said it was a reward-
ing experience to have been in-
volved in the Walkerton Inquiry 
but a big part of that reward is 
coming to the Walkerton Clean 
Water Centre which he described 
as a “monument to diligence.” 
“What a wonderful lasting lega-
cy it is to meet you and to know 
the important work that you do 
every day in combatting that 
complacency so that we can go 
to a place anywhere in Ontario, 
anywhere in Canada and not fear 
that complacency has made the 
water dangerous,” he said. 
A staff member asked if it was 
challenging to live in Walker-
ton during such an emotionally- 
charged period and remain im-
partial. 
Kristjanson said that at the out-
set of the Inquiry a meeting was 
held at the Knights of Columbus 
Hall and community members 
were invited to come to speak 
directly to the judge. 
“I remember sitting with a fam-
ily who brought in their photo 
album showing us all the beau-
tiful pictures of their little girl 
up until the day she had a glass 
of water on Mother’s Day at the 
Hartley House Hotel,” she said. 
“She died as a result. And so the 
album of the two year old ends 
with this and it was so unbeliev-
able to me that someone could 
come and share with us to say 
this is why you are here, I have 
lost my daughter.” 
Starting with that first connec-
tion with individual members of 
the community who shared their 
pain and their distrust of govern-
ment – their potential mistrust of 
commission. Kristjanson thinks 
that made a huge difference. 
“I know I always think of that 
little girl – always,” she said. “So 
when I look at you I think doing 
what you do could have saved 
that two year old. So that makes 
me very emotional. That’s why 
21 years later safe drinking wa-
ter to me is such an important 
thing and I know recently you’ve 
moved into some of the Indige-
nous drinking water issues which 
are, like all Canadians, a topic I 
find of incredible importance so 
it’s never going to change, the 
challenges to our drinking water 
but the people you’re protecting 
– for them you are the final fron-
tier.”
O’Connor added that when they
made the decision early on that 
they were going to hold the hear-
ings in Walkerton, a small town, 
you could see it was going to be 
in emotional turmoil and some 
people had serious questions 
about it. 
“You’re in a small town and you
are going to live there – is this 
the proper place to try to con-
duct a truly independent inquiry? 
I decided it was,” he said. “Not 
even once was I ever approached 
inappropriately by anybody. 
There were divisions… People 
had different views about what 
should happen and where politi-
cal blame should lie. So it wasn’t 
like everybody in Walkerton saw 
it through the same lens.”
O’Connor said it was striking 
for him as the judge because it 
was on television every day and 
everybody in town knew who the 
commission was but nobody ever 
did anything other than speak 
very respectfully and politely. 
“There was zero pressure 
among the local people in the 
community that would be inap-
propriate to me acting indepen-
dently,” he said. “As time went 
on it was the contrary. We felt 
great support from the communi-
ty although I’m sure people had 
different views about what had 
happened.” 
Gover said there was much 
discussion about whether they 
should name it the Walkerton In-
quiry. 
“There was some concern that 
would mean that forever Walk-
erton would be associated with 
the problem but of course we’re 
at the Walkerton Clean Water 
Centre now and Walkerton will 
forever be associated with the 
solution which has been very im-
portant to take ownership of the 
problem and to be a big part of 
the solution,” he said. “So I think 
we made the right decision.”
Another Walkerton Clean Wa-
ter Centre staff member asked at 
what point later they realized the 
profound effect the Inquiry was 
having not only having on the 
province but further than that.
O’Connor said the beginning of 
the Inquiry was a bit of a whirl-
wind so he didn’t think too much 
about the recommendations go-
ing as far as they did. 
“I’d say in fairness that there 
would be uncertainty as to how 
this might play out because there 
was a lot of political overtones to 
it and whether or not everything 
should be laid at the feet of the 
operators who we know, at least 
according to the press, had a lack 
of training and negligence,” he 
said. “I’d say we were all col-
lectively committed to doing as 
thorough and a thoughtful job as 
we could but we didn’t know it 
was going to turn out well. There 
were several points throughout 
the Inquiry that could have gone 
sideways or gone bad. The expe-
rience of other enquiries is they 
often end up in court with chal-
lenges so you have all sorts of is-
sues about how you collect docu-
ments, privilege in interviewing 
witnesses so we didn’t know at 
the beginning what that road was 
going to look like. I think we 
collectively had enough experi-
ence that we figured out what we 
thought it should be and one way 
or another we dodged the litiga-
tion challenge bullets.”
O’Connor said one thing they 
had going for them was that in 
Ontario the public was outraged 
by what happened in Walkerton 
and that helped mitigate poten-
tial political problems or inter-
ference. 
“It wasn’t going to happen be-
cause of the strong public sup-
port that there needed to be a 
thorough inquiry,” he said. “With 
the people we hired and involved 
in making the recommendations 
for the safety of drinking wa-
ter, again confidence built as we 
knew the quality of people who 
were dedicated to helping us so 
that part became not so much 
like a courtroom but more like 
a classroom or a roundtable at a 
university.”
According to O’Connor, amaz-
ing debates and discussions be-
came part of the Inquiry and led 
to the recommendations that 
came out of it. 
“I would say our confidence 
built as we went on that we were 
on the right track and that things 
were going to work out but I 
didn’t have any idea as to the 
huge impact outside of Ontario 
that the recommendations were 
having,” he said.
Gover said the impact of gov-
ernment policies, practices and 
procedures in tragedy gave the 
commission the ability to en-
quire into the state of the legis-
lation, the state of the regulation 
by the government and as the In-
quiry went on, they had greater 
confidence that this could have 
an impact in those areas. 
Kristjanson said the odd thing 
about a commission is that when 
the report is handed in, that’s it, 
it’s game over. 
“You don’t get to implement,” 
she said. “It’s up to the political 
process after that, so the gaining 
of confidence by the people and 
the anger of the people translates 
in this case to political parties 
wanting to ensure the adoption of 
those recommendations and they 
were practical recommendations 
backed both by science and the 
evidence as the people saw
                See WCWC on page 9 
Impact of recommendations with WCWC staff, 20 years later
Pauline Kerr
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter
pkerr@midwesternnewspapers.com
BROCKTON – Council held 
a moment of silence during 
the Aug. 24 meeting in honour 
of Bruce County Paramedic 
Brayden Berberich, 28, killed 
in a single-vehicle collision on 
Aug. 15 on Side Road 5.
Coun. James Lang told coun-
cil many first responders were 
present for the funeral.
Municipality enters into 
site plan agreement
The municipality has entered 
into a site plan control agree-
ment with Bill Clancy, presi-
dent of Walker West Estates, 
for the building and develop-
ment of two rows of dwellings 
consisting of 13 units.
Comments from Fire Chief 
Chris Wells were included in 
the agreement.
No parking on part of 
Lake Rosalind Road 1
Council approved the staff 
recommendation to bring for-
ward a bylaw regarding park-
ing restrictions along Lake 
Rosalind.
The bylaw would prohibit 
parking on the west side of 
Lake Rosalind Road 1 from 
Lake Rosalind Road 2 to Lake 
Rosalind Road 6.
The narrow road is unsuitable 
for parking on both sides, es-
pecially in winter.
Elections Canada to use 
Cargill and Walkerton 
community centres as 
polling locations
Elections Canada has once 
again requested use of the 
Cargill Community Centre 
and Walkerton Community 
Centre as polling locations for 
the federal election on Sept. 
20. 
Both locations can accommo-
date a large number of people, 
and the Cargill site has a fully-
accessible entranceway and 
washrooms. 
The Walkerton site is close to 
downtown.
Council holds moment 
of silence for paramedic
BROCKTON BRIEFS
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Special mention was made of how the 
hockey hub model, created and pioneered 
in Grey-Bruce, has been used worldwide, 
including in New Zealand where thou-
sands were vaccinated.
The Delta variant continues to be a con-
cern in Grey-Bruce, which was one of the 
first areas in the province where its pres-
ence was documented.
Dr. Ian Arra, medical officer of health, 
said in his report to the board that over 81 
per cent of people have had at least one 
shot of COVID-19 vaccine, with 75 per 
cent having had two. 
While efforts continue to bring those per-
centages up to where they have to be, to 
combat the Delta variant – 90 per cent – 
public health will be providing a third dose 
to vulnerable people including long-term 
care residents.
Board member Chris Peabody com-
mented that “the numbers (of vaccinated 
people) seem to have plateaued” at about 
80 per cent. “The anti-vaxxers seem to be 
winning that one.”
He asked who monitors air quality in 
schools, to ensure money spent on improv-
ing ventilation has been effective.
Arra answered that it’s the Ministry of La-
bour.
Arra further explained that while numbers 
of vaccinated people are “lower than we’d 
like them to be,” education continues to be 
the only way to get numbers higher. The 
alternative would be for the government to 
mandate vaccination.
Tingling stressed that much of the vaccine 
hesitancy is among “poorer, marginalized” 
groups of people who distrust government. 
These people can be reached. “A big part 
is understanding,” she said. “We feel for 
these people… continue to encourage with 
the carrot.”
Peabody asked about the “spike” in the 
Waterloo region in July and asked about 
another wave of COVID-19 occurring.
Zayed said she was “optimistic we will 
not have high numbers” in Grey-Bruce.
Peabody responded by saying, “We have 
to get those (age) 12-17s vaccinated.”
Arra addressed the possibility of another 
wave by saying there’s “some uncertainty” 
about it. “We’re in a race to get to 90 per 
cent.” The question, he said, is, will that 90 
per cent be sufficient in preventing another 
wave, and will the number of infections 
translate into hospital admissions.
With indications a fourth wave would be 
“significant,” Arra said he’s “preparing for 
the worst but hoping for the best.”
Tingling noted that even if Grey-Bruce es-
capes the worst of another wave of infec-
tions, “We could end up sharing resources 
(with patients coming to our hospitals) 
again.”
Board member Nick Saunders com-
mented on the need for data showing up 
the same for the two First Nations as for 
the other municipalities in Grey-Bruce. 
He, too, expressed concern about a fourth 
wave, noting, “We’ve been very fortunate, 
except for the third wave that hit Saugeen 
First Nation.”
COVID-19 wasn’t the only public health 
matter on the agenda. Approximately 90 
minutes was devoted to an in-camera ses-
sion about a legal matter and an item in-
volving an identifiable individual.
The board is edging back to some agenda 
items that were temporarily suspended 
when COVID hit. This includes reviewing 
policies. After consulting with Arra, the 
board decided to resume doing a few poli-
cies per meeting, while keeping the option 
open to form a subcommittee to facilitate 
this should it take too much time from reg-
ular board business.
Arra gave a brief report on the opioid situ-
ation in Grey-Bruce, telling the board that 
numbers of emergency department visits 
are about the same as they were last year. 
“There had been a fear that COVID-19 
would drive up the numbers, but they are 
similar to last year at this time.”
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 the terrible flaws in the existing 
system.” 
Stacey Bell,  manager of HR and 
communications at the Walker-
ton Clean Water Centre, asked if 
the commission’s vision of the 
recommendations came to frui-
tion or if there is anything further 
that they would have hoped to see 
happen.
Kristjanson said when those 
drinking water regulations passed 
in the amendment of the Ontario 
Water Resources Act she could 
not believe that they changed the 
law to protect people in the fu-
ture. 
“I mean it is like a dream come 
true because you don’t have any 
control over that process,” she 
said. “For me to come here to-
day… I can’t believe how beauti-
ful it is, how much great work is 
done here, how it’s located within 
Walkerton… Imagine out of that 
tragedy coming something this 
forward-thinking, committed and 
important so it’s not often your 
dreams come true but there you 
go, they did.”
Delbert “Deb” Shewfelt, board 
member of the Walkerton Clean 
Water Centre, said one of the 
things that struck him about the 
Inquiry was the questions of the 
elected officials, in particular, 
why were they elected.
“I read through a lot of the stuff 
and followed it and the answer 
one of the elected officials was 
asked, why were you elected, 
and he said ‘to keep the water 
rates down’ – that has never left 
my mind,” he said. “Thirty years 
I’ve been in community service 
– mayor, councillor… It’s shock-
ing. You are there to provide good
water.”
Van Harten said that for about 12
years he’s taught at Osgoode Law
School and always works into
the presentation the fact that the
greatest achievement in human
history to save lives is communal
water and sewage systems.
“I make the point that the people
who are responsible for designing
and implementing from the high-
level politics down to the person
who is fixing the machine or do-
ing HR for the people fixing the
machine, they are collectively
responsible for saving more hu-
man lives than anything else in
human history – communal wa-
ter and sewer systems,” he said.
“I make that point partly to law
students because I try to stress
to them, don’t get in the way of
those people when you are a law-
yer. Try to help them because
lawyers can often get in the way
of doing good things… I can say
to you I envy you because you
have one of the most unifying,
great common purposes there
can be which is to provide safe 
water to little children. That’s a 
wonderful motivator, so the daily 
grind will get to you especially in 
a crisis but I would just suggest 
trying to remember that purpose 
you all have.”
Shewfelt said there was a feel-
ing after things settled down that 
there was nothing there to charge 
the elected officials with because 
the standard of care wasn’t there 
at the time. 
“Now if the same thing hap-
pened, as I used to tell my coun-
cillors, you are all going to jail 
because you have the responsibil-
ity of supplying… safe water,” he 
said.
Van Harten said the critical thing 
about a public inquiry is the gov-
ernment on behalf of the public is 
choosing to prioritize the search 
for the truth over punishment. 
“That there is a greater interest 
in finding out what went wrong, 
meaning we’re asking people to 
speak in circumstances where 
they would not have to speak 
under oath in a criminal trial and 
that’s the trade-off we make,” he 
said. “We give up on the blood 
lust for punishment when some-
thing has gone wrong because we 
want to find out what exactly went 
wrong to stop it from happening 
again and the fact that we were 
able to… quickly move to the is-
sue of what to do with the shallow 
wells that were so vulnerable all 
over the province… so that’s the 
trade-off the politician makes in 
calling a public inquiry.”
Kristjanson said she thinks in 
the last 20 years we have come to 
expect more and more from our 
municipal elected officials. 
“We have these integrity com-
missioners and… I think account-
ability in 20 years has funda-
mentally changed for municipal 
councillors,” she said.
Shewfelt said it’s important for 
new councillors to visit the water 
system because it’s the heart of 
their town.
“Yes, it’s job number one, safe 
water,” said Van Harten.
Lindsay Ariss, a technician at 
the Walkerton Clean Water Cen-
tre, said her role is mainly help-
ing with the pilot testing and also 
teaching some courses. 
“I teach the entry-level course… 
and this is a module in the course 
where we focus on the opera-
tor’s role to protect public health 
and provide safe drinking wa-
ter,” she said. “This module to 
me – I wasn’t here, I didn’t live 
here in Walkerton during the time 
of the outbreak but… I always, 
every time I just tear up. I get 
passionate about it so basically, 
I wanted to thank all of you for 
everything that you did with the 
public inquiry and all of your 
hard work and for changing the 
industry drinking water regula-
tions going forward. You are the 
ones, you’ve saved tons of lives 
with what you have done. It’s an 
honour to be here in your pres-
ence and… I think we tend to lose 
sight working here sometimes of 
how important our role is in all of 
this and I think, at least for me, 
you’ve really helped remind me 
of that and so I just want to thank 
you for that as well.”
Another Walkerton Clean Water 
Centre staff member commented 
on the number of documents the 
commission had to deal with, and 
whether they feel the recommen-
dations went far enough.
Gover said part of gaining public 
confidence in a public inquiry is 
through exhausting every means 
of obtaining information and 
they executed search warrants at 
the Office of the Premier and the 
cabinet office. 
“We interviewed and called 
the premier as a witness so it’s 
through a searching inquiry like 
that, that you can satisfy people 
as they deserve to be satisfied,” 
he said. “We also required dep-
uty ministers in charge of entire 
ministries of government to cer-
tify that they had produced all 
relevant documents to us. That 
was just part of our due diligence 
exercise… and I’m still confident 
that we reached all the right con-
clusions.”
Impact of recommendations with WCWC staff, 20 years later
Pauline Kerr
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter
pkerr@midwesternnewspapers.com
BRUCE-GREY – Schools are gearing up 
to welcome back students in a few short 
days.
For the most part, that welcome will be 
in person, not via computer. 
Unlike last year, when the return to class 
was marked by a number of unknowns, 
and a substantial percentage of parents re-
sponded by keeping their children home, 
people have a better idea of what to ex-
pect in terms of COVID-19 screening and 
protocols. 
Jamie Pettit, the board’s communications 
officer, said a survey was conducted be-
fore the end of the school year, to assess 
interest in remote learning. The province 
has left that option open to parents.
Pettit said last year, approximately 11 
per cent of students, both elementary and 
secondary, enrolled in remote learning. 
There was a remote school with its own 
principal.
This year, only 1.0 per cent of secondary 
students and 1.5 per cent of elementary 
students are enrolled in remote learning.
There’ll be no separate remote school 
– students who are enrolled in remote
learning will be part of their home school.
Parents have been sent a letter explaining
how this will work.
It’s a similar story with the Grey Bruce
Catholic District School Board. The num-
ber of students enrolled in remote learn-
ing is down substantially from a year ago.
Remote learning will be run out of Sa-
cred Heart School in Teeswater.
As stated on the Bluewater District
School Board (BWDSB) website, “We
continue to follow the advice and guide-
lines of Grey Bruce Public Health to en-
sure that we have the most current and
relevant information to support the health
and safety of students and staff.”
All BWDSB students, staff and essen-
tial visitors will be completing a COVID
screening questionnaire daily at home,
before leaving for the school.
Additional information and updates are
being posted on the Bluewater board’s
website this week.
Fewer parents opting
for remote learning this year
Board learns how data has assisted 
pandemic decision making
